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Keene voters
are facing a
critical choice.
Vote YES on
Article 1
March 11!

What is Article 1? Article 1 would authorize the Keene School
District to issue a $12,850,00 bond to cover the costs of important safety, comfort and educational space upgrades to our
elementary schools, as well as consolidating Keene’s elementary
schools from five schools to four (repurposing Jonathan Daniels
School as a citywide Preschool).

What will be the effect on Keene students if we vote “Yes?”
Your “Yes” vote on Article 1 means that Keene schools will be
brought into compliance with current safety standards and
we can continue to offer an excellent education to students –
no cuts to the programs and services that our children need
to succeed.

We recognize that this is an emotional issue – especially for families
whose children currently attend Jonathan Daniels School. But
there is no question that it is the responsible path. After nearly four
years studying this important issue, the Keene Board of Education
unanimously supports Article 1 in order to save taxes and provide
a better, safer, more equitable educational environment for all our
elementary and preschool students.

What will be the effect on our taxes if we vote “Yes?” By
consolidating to four elementary schools, we will realize savings
of approximately $1,300,000 per year beginning in 2015-2016.
It’s elementary: Your taxes will be lower if Article 1 is passed.

Why does Keene need to restructure its elementary schools?
There are three reasons why Article 1 makes fiscal and
educational sense.
1. Keene has enough students for four elementary schools –
yet today our taxes support five elementary schools, and our
spending is 25% higher than the state average. That’s just not
right. We can provide an excellent education now and in the
future for ALL Keene students in four schools – and realize
significant savings – through school consolidation.
2. Keene school buildings are in need of major upgrades to
fire safety, air and heating systems. These upgrades are critical
for our children’s safety and comfort. But how do we pay for
them? Do we increase class size? Do we sacrifice music, gym and
art? Do we skimp on library materials and technology?
3. The Keene Preschool has outgrown its current space at
Wheelock School. We can consolidate – and move the program
to Jonathan Daniels for minimal expense. Or, we can look for
new space to buy or rent, for a much higher cost.

What happens if voters reject Article 1? Taxes will be higher
if Article 1 is defeated. If voters reject Article 1, and we are forced
to operate five schools with our existing budget, expenses will
rise. Without the savings realized from consolidation, tax
increases will be required to cover the costs of moving the
Preschool and for necessary repairs and upgrades to the heating,
air flow, and fire code issues in all five schools.
If we vote to repurpose a school, what happens next?
If Article 1 passes, important renovations will be made to all five
elementary school buildings in order to consolidate from five to
four elementary schools beginning with the 2015-2016 school
year. Interior construction will take place over two summers,
when students are not in school. Existing Jonathan Daniels
students will be enrolled in Keene’s remaining four elementary
schools -- based on a carefully developed redistricting plan that
will take place over five years.
We need your support for Article 1. It is the responsible path
that allows us to pay for important building upgrades without
increasing taxes – while still providing an excellent education for
ALL of Keene’s elementary and preschool students.

Or, we can vote Yes on Article 1 – and solve
these problems without raising taxes!

Vote YES
on Article 1
More information: www.keeneschoolsconnect.org.

Lower taxes.
Safer schools.
It’s elementary!

