In the 1950s and ’60s development in Pinellas County was at an unprecedented pace. Originally, what we know today as Honeymoon Island, was supposed to be a development of 30,000 people. The Dunedin Causeway was originally envisioned as a toll road. Through various political fights and activism, we have managed to strike a balance and, in the process, learn an invaluable lesson. Our environment is our economy, it's why people vacation here, and it's why people want to live here. We learned the benefits to local governments in preserving greenspace in a nearly built out area is to keep people where the resources are and to encourage education and tourism through ecology. The result of this was to increase the value of surrounding properties ensuring tax revenues for governments and enhancing the quality of life for residents while creating jobs and enhancing a world-class experience for visitors. Our grandchildren will greatly benefit from having a Gladys Douglas Preserve. However, this is not the end of the story. This is the beginning of a new chapter in cooperative ecology. Where business interests and ecological preservation exist together in a complementary relationship. As such, it is time that the historical will of the residents of Dunedin be brought to bear on a new directive. A directive that seeks to secure and develop ongoing revenues to continue the balance residents and visitors desire and expect. Today I implore you as elected leaders to take the necessary steps to dedicate a core group of professionals who will seek out and secure grant funding to compliment taxpayer dollars for the preservation of ecology and restoration of our environment on an ongoing and permanent basis. For this is not the first nor I pray it to be the last time that a preserve is needed and created for the enrichment of our community. The only resource more valuable than the residents who live here is the paradise we enjoy. Let us ensure that it remains this way for generations to come.
Sincerely
Jeremy Reynolds

