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By: OAH on 2/26/2021 @ 8:14 am

January 2021
Dear Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and other interested parties,

As Franciscans who care deeply for our Mother Earth, We, the below-signed
individuals, believe that caring for creation and protecting our planet is central to
living out our values. In this spirit, we strongly support the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency’s Clean Cars Minnesota standards. These standards would reduce
pollution from vehicles, address the climate crisis, and allow our state to be better
stewards of our land and natural environment

We support the adoption of the standards for the following reasons:

« Adopting the standards would improve air quality and reduce the number
of deaths attributable to air pollution. A 2019 report by the MPCA found
that the deaths of 4,000 Minnesotans are attributable to air pollution.
Those who are most affected by pollution are often those who can least
afford access to healthcare.

« Addressing the climate crisis is an urgent need. These standards would
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and are one key step on the path to a
decarbonized future. As of 2019, emissions from the transportation sector
are the largest source of emissions in our state. If Minnesota is going to
meet its emissions reduction goals the proposed vehicle emissions
standards will help reduce our transportations sector’s carbon footprint.

« Consumers, like us, want more choice around electric vehicles. By adopting
these standards, Minnesota car-buyers would have more choices in zero
and low emission vehicles.

« Minnesota has the opportunity to be a regional leader in clean
transportation and addressing the climate crisis.

As people of faith and conscience, we believe that it is our moral obligation to
protect the natural world for generations to come. Together we must act swiftly
to address the climate crisis. We strongly encourage the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency to adopt these standards.

Sincerely,
(502 rexr /1—:«7,«/)
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Office of Administrative Hearings By: OAH on 2/25/21 at 1:44pm

600 North Robert Street
$t. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Clean Cars mandate.

On behalf of the Winona Area Chamber of Commerce’s 450 members, we belleve this polley is an
unreasonable burden for Minnesota businesses, especially those businesses in border communities,
like Winona.

There are several reasons for our opposition. First, the considerable price Increase it will cause for
consumers should be of concern for the MPCA. Estimates indicate that the prices of all new vehicles
will increase by an average of 51,100 per vehicle, according to the MPCA itself.

Second, the primary issue keeping Minnesotans from switching to EV's Is not supply, but rather,
demand. This policy misguidedly increases the supply of EVs but does nothing to incentivize
customers to buy more EV’s. Perversely, this policy might increase the cost of all vehicles and not
meaningfully increase the number of EV's that customers actually buy.

The “Clean Cars” mandate will also reduce options for consumers — specifically options for new trucks
or SUVs, since those vehicles will need to meet California emissions standards. With Minnesota
dealers required to carry more EV’s than they can sell, there will simply be less room on the lot for
vehicles that customers actually want to buy. Further, in communities like Winona, customers will be
unable to shop for their vehicles across the Wisconsin border, because Wisconsin is not a “California”
state, Similarly, Winona dealers who sell to Wisconsin customers, which happens a lot, will be
disadvantaged by the artiicially high costs that this mandate will yield, reducing their potential
market dramatically. Beyond that, not having the ability to dealer trade across our borders in
Wisconsin and lowa, among all other midwestern states, takes the ability that dealers have to get the
customer a vehicle they desire out of their hands. That is immensely limiting and restricting to
Minnesota dealers.

Finally, this policy is unnecessary for Minnesota. It Is no secret that California has terrible air quality
and has for decades, That Is why they are able to go further and faster than other states in regulating
their own emissions. But Minnesota has no alr quality problem. California has 148 areas of non-
attainment by Federal Ambient Air standards. In contrast, Minnesota has zerg areas of non-
attainment. Governor Walz is attempting to solve an issue Minnesota does not have and is bypassing
the legislature to do so.

This policy is unreasonable, unnecessary for Minnesota, and our members strongly oppose it.

We appreciate the opportunity to offer comments on the proposed Clean Car Mandate and hope our
comments a(g,.takena' to consideration,

President & CEQ
Winona Area Chamber of Commerce
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