
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors July 26, 2022
501 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, CA 95482

Re: Item 3m on 7/26 - Approval of Agreement with Planet Labs PBC. to Provide Satellite
Imaging Services in the Amount of $351,240.00 Effective July 27, 2022 through July 26, 2023

______________________________________________________

Honorable Supervisors,

The DCC’s Local Assistance Grant Guidelines1 clearly identifies the following as an Ineligible
Cost: “Enforcement costs related to measures to ensure compliance with local or state
commercial cannabis laws or regulations but does not include regular inspections done
as part of the local permitting process.” (bold added) ‘Managing complaints about program
participants’ clearly violates this requirement.

While we fully expect that the Board will approve this item today, it is essential that the process
of implementing the use of this Satellite Imagery, as specifically funded by the LJAGP, adhere to
the specific requirements and restrictions of that funding source, and that prior to rollout a
protocol be developed by the Ad Hoc and County Counsel in conjunction with stakeholders to
ensure that no inappropriate uses are contemplated.

This topic was discussed at the March 2 Cannabis Special Meeting, at which we pointed out the
following passage from the LJAGP Direct Grant Application2:

P 48 - “Goal: Satellite & Aerial Imagery Services: Execute satellite imagery contracts
with Planet and Land Vision. These tools are crucial to the implementation of the tree
clearing prohibition, monitoring development, managing complaints about program
participants, preparing for site inspections, and drafting Appendix G Checklists.”

Especially considering the fact that County Counsel has spent weeks if not months delaying the
distribution of Equity Grant checks to insure that a Misuse of Funds policy was in place, it is
essential that a policy be in place for the administration of the LJAGP funds by MCD.

2 https://mendocino.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5396960&GUID=12550393-2AE5-4E41-9067-B5C4BB77B1D3&Options=ID|Text|&Search=ljagp

1 https://cannabis.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/09/Local-Assistance-Grant_Guidelines.pdf
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There must be firewalls put in place so that this program may ONLY be used for the
purposes of supporting the transition of provisional license holders to their annual
licenses. Inappropriate use by Code Enforcement and/or Law Enforcement of this tool
could lead to a loss of these essential funds, which would cause irreparable harm to both
our licensed operators and the county as a whole.

Further, we would like to point out that there is no timeline or process that has been
communicated to licensees for applying for LJAGP Direct Grant funds. MCD had previously
indicated that the application process would begin in June or July. In order to ensure that these
funds achieve their purpose, we must work together to implement their speedy distribution, or
risk losing more businesses due to lack of funding. We request a specific update from MCD as
to when the LJAGP grant applications will open to licensed operators no later than this coming
Friday at their Public Meeting.

The recently released Grand Jury Report on the Mendocino County Cannabis Equity Grant
Program3 highlights related concerns with the administration of the Equity Grant program, and
makes recommendations based on their findings seeking to improve the program. We must
take these suggestions seriously as they relate not only to the Equity Program, but also to the
LJAGP to avoid similar challenges and delays. These grant funds are a lifeline to our licensees,
but maladministration threatens to hasten their demise rather than provide the support they
require. We urge the Ad Hoc to work with the CEO’s office, MCD and stakeholders to address
these concerns and distribute these funds expeditiously.

We appreciate your consideration of these important matters, and are available to discuss
further to develop solutions.

Sincerely,

Mendocino Cannabis Alliance
e: info@mendocannabis.com

3 https://www.mendocinocounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/52231/637943339901233878
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