Hello Chair and Members of the Santiago Creek Commission. My name is Jake Comer, I am a resident of Orange for 5 years now, a Civil Engineer with a focus on Water and Environmental Engineering, and leader of the Orange Sustainability Group. Through my previous employer I inspected the Santiago Creek in its entirety from the Villa Park Dam to its confluence with the Santa Ana River, along with my late co work Yen Hsu-Chen. Now I happen to live a short distance from the Walnut Ave crossing with the Santiago Creek. I strongly support Project Number 2.2 & 2.3: Implement trailhead and new pocket park at Walnut Avenue and Improvements on the Wanda trail extension. I know my kids and my neighbors kids will greatly benefit from these amenities, and it will serve as a reprieve to bikers along the channel, with their kids or not. . I strongly support Project Number 2.6: Implement riding and hiking trails on the south side of the Santiago Creek between Yorba and Grijalva Park. This area is very hidden to the public, and only adventurous riders even know it exists. That and homeless people. In my experience inspecting channels all over California and Arizona I’ve found that the more channels are frequented by the public the less they are frequented by homeless people and drug users. I grew up in Costa Mesa, where I spent a lot of time riding my bike along Fairview Park, and even spent some birthdays there. I see a small glimpse of the biking tracts on this section, but with more access and greater improvements it could make for a key destination. I also know that there is a big community need for a BMX track to replace the one that used to operate near this area. Kids are currently riding near Grijalva Sports Center, riding dirt mounds, but this area will eventually be developed per the Grijalva Master Plan.
