To the Elko County Planning Commission Regarding 
Application CUP26-004, Modern Land & Development, LLC   Discussion and consideration of Application CUP26-004, Modern Land & Development, LLC, requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a Recreational Lodge & up to five (5) Chair Lifts.
I support Modern Land & Development’s request for a conditional use permit. I was born and raised in Elko and have chosen to raise my children in Spring Creek. The outdoors, especially skiing have always been an important part of my life, and it’s something I want to pass on to my kids.
For families in northern Nevada, lift-access skiing typically requires a 3–4-hour drive. While I enjoy ski trips, that kind of travel isn’t realistic on a regular basis for most of us. The Elko Snobowl has served our community well and was developed to provide local access to skiing, but due to its relatively low elevation around 7,000 feet it cannot operate consistently.
This proposal represents an opportunity to improve access to winter recreation for local families. A new ski area at a higher elevation would provide more reliable conditions and expand opportunities for residents to stay active and connected to the outdoors.
It’s also important to recognize that this is private property. The developer purchased this land on the open market just as any individual, the county, or the U.S. Forest Service could have done. Ultimately, ownership determines what can be done with land, and in this case, the owner is proposing a project that could bring meaningful benefits to the community.
I also want to note that the previous denial of a zoning change did not appear to meet the stated standard of addressing impacts to public health, safety, or welfare. Instead, it seemed to rely primarily on public opposition. While community input is important, decisions should remain grounded in established criteria.
I would also add that meeting attendance does not always reflect the full range of community opinion. I believe there are many residents who support this project but were unable to attend or speak at the prior meetings. Their voices matter as well and should be considered in your decision.
I encourage you to give this proposal fair consideration and allow the developer the opportunity to move forward with a project that could positively impact our community.
Sincerely, 
Alex Coleman
Spring Creek NV
