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BFED Committee

From: County Clerk
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 8:01 AM
To: BFED Committee
Subject: FW: Testimony For Continued Support of MEDB STEMworks Education in Maui County

 
 

From: Jenny Tokushima <jenny.tokushima@k12.hi.us>  
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2026 8:14 PM 
To: County Clerk <County.Clerk@mauicounty.us> 
Subject: Testimony For Continued Support of MEDB STEMworks Education in Maui County 
 

To The Honorable Members of the Maui County Council,  
 
Aloha, I am Jenny Tokushima, a STEM Facilitator at Pukalani Elementary School's Afterschool STEMworks 
program. I have had the privilege of witnessing the direct impact of your investment in our youth.  I am 
writing to strongly advocate for the continued support and funding of STEM education from the County of 
Maui. Our program is more than just an extracurricular activity, it is a vital step for our next generation of 
problem-solvers and leaders in our community.  
 
My work primarily focuses on students in Kindergarten and First Grade. I have personally seen this 
program stir an interest in the sciences among our youngest learners. It is common for these students 
who start in our classrooms as six-year-olds to continue attending multiple STEM classes every year 
through the Fifth Grade.  While gaining skills in programming, coding and other technical skills, students 
also excel personally by developing many essential life skills, such as Leadership, Teamwork, 
Communication, and  Listening. 
 
Throughout the years, our students have not only competed within the State of Hawaii and across the 
United States, but they have also represented Maui in global arenas, including in Japan. I have also 
personally seen many of our students from our school further excelling in STEM in middle school and 
high school. These opportunities prove that when provided with the right resources, a student from 
Pukalani can stand with the brightest minds in the world. 
 
In conclusion, the funding provided by the County of Maui is a direct investment in these success stories. 
By supporting MEDB STEMworks, you are ensuring that our students remain competitive , confident, and 
capable of leading Maui into a technologically advanced future. I kindly ask for your continued support of 
these programs that allow our students to reach their fullest potential.  
 
Respectfully, 
Jenny Tokushima 
Afterschool STEMworks Facilitator, Pukalani Elementary School  
 
This is a staff email account managed by Hawaii Department Of Education School District.  This email and any files 
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transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. 
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BFED Committee

From: County Clerk
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 8:02 AM
To: BFED Committee
Subject: FW: Please continue to support MEDB/STEMworks Hawaii with funding

 
 

From: Mrs. Austin <20091595@k12.hi.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 7:48 AM 
To: County Clerk <County.Clerk@mauicounty.us> 
Cc: lalaine@medb.org; Ali-i Guzman-Sierra <Ali-i.Guzman-sierra@k12.hi.us> 
Subject: Please continue to support MEDB/STEMworks Hawaii with funding 
 

Aloha, respected council members and Mayor Bissen, 
 
STEMworks has had an incredible, influential impact on Hawaii students, for over 20 
years. As you may know, it was originally established on Maui by Leslie Wilkins, 
President and CEO of MEDB, but has now grown across the islands, creating 
opportunities for over 40,000 students and teachers annually. 
 
STEMworks students gain new experiences, learn about a variety of STEM careers, 
including those in healthcare, environment and automative careers, all of which have 
a  high need for locally based personnel. STEMworks teachers expand their own skills 
and bring those benefits to all of their students. 
 
The funding you provide supports our Maui students in diversifying their career choices, 
expanding their soft and hard skills, through hands-on initiatives like VEX Robotics, STEM 
Internships, and automotive programs. Our students are discovering their potential and 
ensuring they are a part of building a resilient and self-sustaining community. 
 
The program funds essential logistics that make participation possible, such as bus 
transportation for field trips and a lending library for STEM equipment. This program, 
supported by County of Maui funding, assures our students have access to the necessary 
equipment and instruction without financial barriers. 
 
Please continue investing into this program so our children and our community have a 
solid foundation for the future. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 
Ke Kula Waena ʻo Samuel Enoka Kalama  
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(Samuel Enoka Kalama Intermediate School) 
7th Grade Tech & Careers 
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BFED Committee

From: County Clerk
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 8:47 AM
To: BFED Committee
Subject: FW: Testimony in Support of Maui County Funding for STEMworks

 
 

From: Hanna Mounce <hannaleemounce@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 8:46 AM 
To: County Clerk <County.Clerk@mauicounty.us> 
Cc: lalaine@medb.org 
Subject: Testimony in Support of Maui County Funding for STEMworks 
 

Aloha Chair and Members of the Council, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for continued Maui County funding for STEMworks and its 
associated programs. 
 
As a parent at Pukalani Elementary, I have seen firsthand the profound impact these programs have had 
on my children. Beyond academic growth, these opportunities have fundamentally shifted how they 
perceive their potential and their futures. 
 
STEMworks provides a practical application of learning that is difficult to replicate in a traditional 
classroom setting. My children are not just studying science and engineering; they are actively building, 
experimenting, and solving problems as a team. They return home with a sense of pride and confidence 
that extends into all areas of their lives. 
 
For many families, these programs provide essential, high-quality enrichment that would otherwise be 
inaccessible. They offer a safe, engaging environment that is deeply meaningful to our keiki. 
Furthermore, early exposure to career pathways in robotics, engineering, and healthcare opens doors 
and builds a vital sense of possibility. 
 
On Maui, programs like STEMworks are essential to ensuring our students are not only keeping up but 
thriving. I strongly encourage you to continue your support for STEMworks and the invaluable 
opportunities it provides for our students and our community. 
 
Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hanna Mounce 
Pukalani Elementary Parent 
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Dr. Hanna Lee Mounce 
316 Elilani Street  
Makawao, HI 96768 
808-421-7483 
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BFED Committee

From: County Clerk
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 11:09 AM
To: BFED Committee
Subject: FW: Support for Continued MEDB STEMworks Funding

 
 

From: Josh Sommers <citricguy@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 10:35 AM 
To: County Clerk <County.Clerk@mauicounty.us> 
Cc: lalaine@medb.org 
Subject: Support for Continued MEDB STEMworks Funding 
 

Aloha, 

My name is Josh Sommers, and I am writing in support of continued funding for MEDB STEMworks. 

My son participates in the after-school STEM and 3D printing class at Pukalani Elementary with Mr. 
Abraham. I have a background in software, 3D printing, and 3D design, and I help support that class. 
Because of that, I have had the opportunity to see firsthand how valuable this kind of hands-on STEM 
learning is for students. 

Watching the kids realize they can design something, create it, and then actually hold the finished result 
in their hands after it is 3D printed is incredible. What may start as a simple name tag quickly grows into 
much bigger ideas. Students begin wanting to design gifts, vehicles, and even things like a body for an RC 
airplane. It has clearly been eye-opening and inspiring for many of them. 

The confidence they gain, along with the technical and creative skills they are developing, is tremendous. 
Programs like this give kids meaningful exposure to technology, creativity, problem-solving, and real-
world skills in a way that is exciting, memorable, and empowering. 

It is also a big deal that students have access to a safe, encouraging environment with tools and 
opportunities that are simply not common in many homes. The fact that MEDB STEMworks is making this 
possible at Pukalani Elementary is hugely important and is having a real impact on many students. 

This is not just something to do after school. From my point of view, this program is truly something that 
will impact the future of many of these students in a wildly positive way. There is no doubt in my mind 
that STEMworks is providing an unmatched opportunity. 

Please continue supporting MEDB STEMworks funding. 

Mahalo, 
Josh Sommers 
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