Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc.
Transportation

POy, Box 2122
Kahului, HI 98733
BOB-B77-T851

Fax: B0B8-871-2171
WWW.IMENNC.Org

April 15, 2026

Aloha Budget Chair Sugimura and Members of the Maui County Council,

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. My name is Patty Copperfield, and | am
the Transportation Director at Maui Economic Opportunity. | respectfully request your
continued support of our Human Services Transportation programs.

In Fiscal Year 2024-2025, MEO provided over 182,000 rides to residents across Maui,
Moloka‘i, and Lana‘i. These rides connected people to work, medical care, food access,
and essential daily needs. Now, just nine months into Fiscal Year 2025-2026, we have
already provided more than 122,000 trips, demonstrating that demand for these
services remains strong and consistent across our communities.

These numbers represent real people. They represent kiipuna getting to life-sustaining
dialysis treatments, individuals with disabilities accessing daily programs that support
their independence, residents in rural areas reaching groceries, pharmacies, and
medical care, and working individuals getting to their jobs when they have no other
transportation option.

Our largest programs reflect the greatest needs. Youth Transportation helps our keiki
access after-school programs that support their safety and development. Dialysis and
Day Health programs support our aging population and those with ongoing medical
needs. Employment Transportation ensures people can get to work and remain
financially stable. Rural and Expanded Rural Shuttles connect entire communities
where no fixed-route service exists and often serve as the only link to essential
services.

As fuel prices rise in our rural areas, we expect demand to grow as families turn to
these services to make the most of each dollar and support their ohana.

Just as important are programs that support quality of life. Senior Nutrition brings
kiGpuna to Kaunoa for meals, social connection, and overall wellness. Senior Services
allows them to stay engaged through community gatherings and cultural events such as
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the East Maui Taro Festival. Even our smaller programs fill critical gaps and ensure that
no community is overlooked.

These services are essential to the daily lives of thousands of Maui County residents.
Without them, many individuals would lose access to healthcare, employment, and
basic necessities.

| respectfully ask for your continued investment to sustain these services for our
community. Mahalo nui loa for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to
keeping Maui Nui connected.

Sincerely,

il

Patty Copperfield,
Director, MEO Transportation
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COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor

I s s e e |
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
Name: King Van Nostrand
Email Address: King@nahoaloha.org Phone: 808-249-2545
Mailing Address: PO Box 3208 city/zip: Wailuku 96793

| Represent: [ Myself _ _ '
[V]organization Na Hoaloha-Maui Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers

Request/issue: See attached letter of support for MEO

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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PO Box 3208 — 1962 E Vineyard Street - Wailuku, HI 96793
Phone: (808) 249-2545 FAX: (808) 249-2547
www.nahoaloha.org info@nahoaloha.org

April 6, 2026

County of Maui
Office of the Mayor & Members of the Maui County Council

RE: Support for Maui Economic Opportunity (MEO) Human Services Transportation Program Funding
Aloha Chair and Councilmembers,

On behalf of Na Hoaloha — Maui Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers, I am writing in support of continued and
increased funding for Maui Economic Opportunity’s (MEO) Human Services Transportation Program in the
County of Maui FY2027 budget.

Na Hoaloha serves older adults and people with disabilities across Maui County, many of whom are
homebound, low-income, and without reliable transportation. Access to safe, dependable transportation is one
of the most critical factors in maintaining health, independence, and dignity. MEQO’s transportation services are
an essential component of this safety net.

We want to offer an honest perspective as a frontline partner. Like many high-demand systems, MEO’s
transportation program faces challenges, including long waitlists, limited capacity, and occasional service gaps.
These issues can create real hardships for the vulnerable individuals we collectively serve. However, these
challenges are not a reflection of lack of value—they are clear indicators of overwhelming need and insufficient
resources.

Despite these constraints, MEO provides a vital lifeline for many in our community who would otherwise have
no way to access medical care, groceries, and essential services. For many of our kupuna, MEO transportation
is the difference between isolation and connection, between missed medical appointments and continuity of
care.

Na Hoaloha frequently works to bridge service gaps—coordinating volunteer drivers, providing escort
transportation, and helping clients navigate available options. Even with these efforts, we cannot meet the full
scope of need without a strong, well-funded public transportation partner. MEO’s program is foundational to
the broader ecosystem of care.




In the wake of the 2023 wildfires and ongoing economic instability, the demand for transportation services has
only intensified. As federal funding remains uncertain, it is critical that the County of Maui continues to invest
in programs that directly impact on residents’ daily lives. Strengthening MEO’s capacity will improve
reliability, reduce waiting times, and ensure that our most vulnerable residents are not left behind.

We respectfully urge the County to sustain and increase funding for MEO’s Human Services Transportation
Program. Doing so is an investment in health, equity, and community resilience.

Maha\{o for your continued commitment to serving Maui County’s most vulnerable residents.
Sincer%ly,
Y
\
\

King Van Nostra
Executive Diyector
Na Hoaloha —\Maui Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers



COUNTY OF MAUI | |
Office of the Mayor

Lo e |
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT ]
Name: Marylouise Kaukeano
Email Address: Mlkaukeano@gmail.com Phone: 808.563.2703
Mailing Address: PO BOX 631174 C|ty/Z|p Lanai C|ty, 96763

| Represent: |0 Myself _
Olorganization Lanai Basketball, youth sports

Request/Issue; | represent Lanai Basketball, we have 6 teams and 50 girls and 25 boys who travel to Maui

to play at East Maui Parks and Recreation in Kihei. We travel from January to July on Saturdays, we catch

the 8:30 am Expeditions Ferry to Maalaea and return on the 3:30 pm. MEO meets us at the harbor at 10:00 am

and drops us at the gym. They return at 2:30 pm and return us back to the harbor. We travel with 25-35 players

every week. They also pick us up when we have to travel to Oahu, Hilo, Kona or Kauai for tournaments and take

us to and from the airport. Living on Lanai has it's challenges when you need to be competitive in sports

with MEQO's help they have given our players opportunies to get better. It also helps us financially as traveling is

what we have to do. Please keep funding MEO as if has a great impact for our youth. Without MEO we wouldn't

be able to travel.

A big shout out to the staff at MEO. LynelleAnn Alconcel and Noe Dela Cruz always making sure that everything

runs smoothly.

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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April 1, 2026

To: Maui County Council Budget, Finance, Economic Development Committee.
Re: support of MEO transportation

Aloha Council Members,

| know what a busy time of year this is for you all; mahalo for the important work you do in our
community. I’'m submitting this letter of testimony and support of the MEO transportation
budget.

We have maintained a collaborative working relationship with Maui Economic Opportunity
(MEO) for over 40 years. Ka Lima O Maui’s program focus is to provide employment and
services necessary to support the training and employment needs of Maui’s disabled and
disadvantaged employees. Transportation has been identified as one of the most significant
barriers to the attainment of employment for our clientele. MEO has developed an array of
transportation services that have addressed many of the transportation needs of our clients.
MEQ'’s transportation services have enabled the employment of our clients, which in turn has
assisted our workers towards becoming more independent and self-sufficient.

If not for the reliability and dependability of MEO transportation, most of our clientele likely
would not be able to work, nor come to our adult day health program and receive the critical
services we provide. | ask that you fully support the MEO transportation budget, so this vital
community service can continue

With aloha.

Exgcutive Director

127 Mahalani Street - Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Tel: (808) 244-5502 /1 244-5503 - Fax: (808) 244-2077
info@kalimaomaui.org



COUNTY OF MAUI | |
Office of the Mayor .

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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COUNTY OF MAUI | 1
Office of the Mayor |

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, Hl 96783
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI |
Office of the Mayor ;

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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COUNTY OF MAUI |
Office of the Mayor B

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT —
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to; County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: /li?,/\)

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Fiscal Year 2027

Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, Hl 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 8th floor, Wailuku, Hl 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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COUNTY OF MAUI | |
Office of the Mayor |

L iz i e |
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, Hl 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



Dear Members of the Budget Committee,

I am writing to express my sincere support for the continued funding of MEO services. As @
recent recipient of assistance, I can confidently say that the support provided has made a
meaningful difference in my life and in the well-being of my family.

During a time when I have just welcomed a new addition fo my family, MEO services have
been especially important. As I am currently out of income, the support 1 received helped
relieve financial stress and ensured that my family’s basic needs were still met during this
critical period. The resources, guidance, and care provided gave me stability and peace of
mind while adjusting to these new responsibilities.

Programs like MEO are essential in strengthening our community by supporting families
when they need it most. The impact of these services extends far beyond individual
households—they contribute fo healthier, more secure communities overall. Continued
funding will ensure that other families have access to the same level of care, compassion,

and support that I was fortunate 1o receive.

I strongly encourage you to continue supporting MEO services so they may carry on their
vital work and help others in need in the future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Much Mahalo.



COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor i

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRIN
N:mer: Steve / Kifin Judson
Email Address: lefty2you@yahoo.com Phone: 740-607-8935
Mailing Address: 1772 Arbor Way, Turlock, CA City/zip: 95380

| Represent: yself
|_|organization

Request/lssue: RE: MEO Rental Assistance Program

Greetings Mayor Bissen and Maui County Leaders,

My wife and | own a condo at Molokai Shores in Kaunakaki. We fell in love with Molokai a number of years ago

and ended up purchasing a small condo on the island. However, we have desired from the beginning

to own on Molokai in a way that gave back and blessed this beautiful island. As a result, we chose to

rent long-term to a resident of the island. We did not want to add to the housing challenges by creating one more

short-term vacation rental. So we were grateful when our renter, Keli'i moved into the condo.

Later iast year, when Keli'i lost his job, the MEO Rental Assistance Program was able to come

alongside him as he tried to find other work. Honestly, | don't know how long | could have allowed

Keli'i to continue in the condo while seeking other employment without the MEQ assistance.

The MEO Rental Assistance Program is a very worthwhile program to walk with residents of the county

during seasons of reduced income. My hope is that it will continue to serve the county's residents into the future.

Responsible County Department: Office of the Mayor

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 8th fioor, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



April 16, 2026

MEO Kahului Head Start
615 W Papa Ave
Kahului, Maui Hawaii 96732

Aloha MEQ,

As a mama to a student in your class this program has helped immensely for our
family of (5) five.

We have seen exponential growth in Hala'i in everything she does. Our family
appreciates the time and effort it takes by her teachers and waders to be where she
needs to be academically.

Aside from being able to utilize this special program our family is able to work the
hours we need in order to provide for our family. We can't express how much this
program has helped us financially with our daughter getting the educational training she
needs to continue to grow without the stress of having to pay another bill, as we know
this is a tough time to live in Hawaii financially.

This program | feel is essential to our entire community here!

Thank you MEO for all of the support and resources that you provide our
community with.

Very Truly Yours,

Ralite and “Travis Odell

(Hala'i O’Dell Mom + Dad)
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COUNTY OF MAUI |
Office of the Mayor !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



Debbi Amaral <debbi.amaral@msoinc.org>

Letter of support

Ekolu Ah Yee <ekolu@hawaii.edu> Thu, Apr 8, 2026 at 7:51 AM
To: "ecs@meoinc.org” <ecs@meoinc.org>

Te Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my strong suppeort for the continued funding of the MEQ Head Start Program serving our Moloka’i
community. As a working parent on Moloka‘i, [ am deeply grateful for the opportunities this program has provided my child and our
‘ohana.

Through MEO Head Start, my child has made remarkable personal and academic progress—growth that I truly believe would not
have been possible otherwise. The program has created a nurturing, structured, and cutturally grounded environment that supports not
only early learning, but also confidence, social development, and readiness for the next stage of education.

Today, my child feels excited and prepared to enter what she proudly calls “big school.” This readiness is a direct reflection of the
dedication, care, and professionalism of the Head Start staff, who consistently go above and beyond for our keiki and families.

Programs like MEQO Head Start are essential for working families like mine. They provide a strong foundation for our children’s future
success while supporting parents who are striving to provide for their households. [ know firsthand that many other families across
Moloka‘i and Maui County benefit from this program, and it would be a tremendous loss if this vital support were not continued.

I respectfully urge you to continue funding the MEO Head Start Program so that it may keep serving our keiki, strengthening our
families, and uplifting our communities for years to come.

Mabhalo nui loa for your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

A Grateful Moloka‘i ‘Ohana
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Yo MEO Hesd Stark, County Lumdng Gor MEo Yead Start provides

eential_local sugpory Yhaky enhances Leduml IMeShments, ensuring
higher g ualivy | g reater acceﬁ":'iblli%;;, ondtaored services Lor low:

weome Lamilies . This funding Stremgihens local cammunidies l:j

Sufpocting Child developemeny, improving schocol teadingss, omd

ntreasing parendal ompymeny stabiliby. Agan, County -\evel

Luvding aets as a Crivical sugelement Yo Cedered dollars, hedpind

fo enswure gt  children)Laviies in awr Cow\mh;-l-\a Yecieme. Vawal Services,

Ylease continye Yo Su\PPOr& ove ewildren ntough ?uhdwg Lot MED
You, Samortha Lonzo-ga

weo éun%ing Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: HUman Concerns

Form may be mailed to- County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office 200 South High Street, $th floor, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emailed budgel.office@co maui hi us



i
COUNTY OF MAUI f
Office of the Mayor 'L

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT .

Email Address: danimarie kalili@gmail.com Phone: 808-281-5602

Mailing Address: in makawao City/zip: 96768

| Represent: | Myself
vIOrganization MEO Head Start

Requestllssue' On behalf of MEQ Head Start, | respectfully submit this request for continued funding consideration and support

in the County of Maui Fiscal Year 2027 budget. Head Start ensures essential servies like early learning, health care. and family support,

especially for those facing challenges like housing instability, low income and limited childcare access. This ongoing funding

would help uphold safe high - quality classrooms, recruit and retain qualified educators, and provide comprehensive family

support services including parent education, case management and enhanced health and nutrition programs.

Lastly | would like to request our County of Maui to consider looking into the nutritional quality of meals served to our keiki and

potentially looking into crealing a program that can incorporate high quality, fresh and locally grown foods into daily meals and snacks.

This initiative would not only improve the nutritional quality of meals served, but also support Maui Farms, and strengthen

our local food system by keeping food dollars in the local economy, create healthy eating habits, and encourages connections

between school, farms, families and culture. The importance of improving nufrition in MEO Head Start programs ensuring the our

keiki receive Healthy, fresh and locally sourced meals that support their growth, learning and long term will being.

Overall our Counties investment in MEO Head Start is an investment in Mauis Future

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI | i
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

Email Address: QA@W@W 92 Phone:
Mailing Address: cityrzip: el

| Represent: . yself
rganization MEO Head Start

Requestissue: .1 am mewf?m Yoad MeD fons Gor %é apFne?
fendiey . %M@Mﬂ“@‘ﬂ@w Wzd//ﬁf Jotoli
M/@@e eréa sears, TS restuee fa m%ﬂ&&

alwegs baen mesm%; th Dbty pernse v Kb
Thushte, pus i %ng ’

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to County of Maui. Office of the Mayor - Budget Gffice. 200 South High Street 9th floor Wailuku Hi 86793
Or emailed budget office@co maui.hi us
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COUNTY OF MAUI | i
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

wes  Ohning Helm

Email Address: O”N l’l Hah’/l m ﬁ%ﬁamﬂ l / (Om Phone: m ’ZﬁI 5 }70{ Oy’

Malling Address: |00 KISI/‘ A Way PFDHL{M ciyzip: KW H 157
Kiher, k| 10156%

IR L self
epresen %Lanluﬂoa MEO Head Start

Request/issue: ' NOM(d ‘f’(‘b ‘{'0 f’CdMCﬁ’ COn’ﬁhW;é/ @lﬂdmﬂ
D the MEO Headstart program. My daughtord
15 part of Hhig cchool years' Clacc. Wikhiut s
ormmm it wald ot have been pascivle for e
10 Hiend preschpn! Thoughout Hhe year (he
how recaved So mudn \mpmﬂrﬁ@m ey Teachers,
and has marécf;m( hetfer fhan we could have
haped . [ hope that furfiure kil will have e,
Same Dpoormmw Wat my ermilyand T
e ad HArDtAdlm M&0 Headstart,

Malhodp |

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui. Office of the Mayor - Budget Cffice. 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Waifuku, H) 96763
Or emailed budge!l.office@co maut.hi us



ok,

My name is Betty Jo Sellens. T am the maother of Ezefeiel Sellens
who attends MEC Fead Staxt HKikei. The decision te send Ezeliiel
to schocl was teugh. J endured so many emotions while making
the decision. FHowever, J am happy that I decided to apply for
the MEC Fead Staxt prescheol program. Evenything albiout it was
a breeze. Fnom the initial phone call of acceptance, te his
enwallment, to his transition inte. school it was nothing shoxt of
easy. Fe will soon be an alumni of the MEO FHead Start Kihei.
FHe has made many friends, learned a lot and fe loves it. The
teaching stalf, the social waerker and every ather pexsen whe
played a vole in his preschoel experience is great. (Wthough
Ezettiel will be venturing off to kindergarten. J hope that the MEC
Fead Stant program thueughout Maui can continue being funded
fox the next school year and yeans to came. The program is
beneficial for both parents and children.

Makalo. for your time!
BY Sellens
bjsellens 07 21@gmail.com
(8508 )793-9735
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COUNTY OF MAUI | i
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

wName: H&mﬂﬂ' %bﬂd«ﬁb W
Email Address: \'\?A*h’fﬂ“‘\(h\’\ L. ﬂﬂ?ﬂd(@éh/’ﬂl (OW! Phone: IRXCICAZ.
Mailing Address: 24U k@Q‘Oh\o‘l &t cityzip: KA, 1H

| Represent: l yself
rganizat.on MEO Head Start

Request/issue: "II\W@T!Q 0 the. ;B“]Alé D-F our }\(‘/I‘M MDM\'\ "w&'tﬂﬂ"’

1 am wirting o legphf) ;]U fedoot fﬂﬁwm +o cupport the
Cotnved_Opotation of MEp HeSiart Lo e upComing

2l ~Io 21 Sdnoo\ \eAl: MED Yeadclont Genves g6 a Cwnze)mnb oF
eaty Chidbiod educakipn and £y Gupeard in o Community
Ths TegueT Ouflings Our 1z for Cotinied Sundvg +0 shouzr
wwurae S‘«)r Our Keaks v %\W\\\Mé Who Oﬂwvw\sa woulAn't g
oy W afford carNdhilinood oducahon. MED HerdCiart i woe
Than Precchool Senvices the pragram _prividés Social omotiona]
Aetinpantfor our ey, e Ko dor-Yoo Weckgnds With Yhe
Ay O Mong ckprck bwlo\wé» Gupphas Koy With Suypplics 9

motendls Yo Contivule, education. owvl S Wigh 0ot Puger, hetp v
"® hane QW Xaaw's ‘“.A"\AW/

Narwdp!

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: HUman Concerns

Foerm may be mailed 1o: County of Maui. Office of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Street, 9th floar, Wailuku. H) 86793
Or emailed budget.office@co maui.hi us
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COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor ! !
Fiscal Year 2027

Community Budget Request

= (G egpiC
Email Address: L\J\é@ueﬂml (QY\ Phone: Wm
Mailing Address: z(LG M)\ﬂ\ﬁl W\ K\m\]m City/Zip: ﬂm@

{ Represent: yself
prese grganizauon MEO Head Start

Requesmssus: WYY UAL 0 1uCh —fir edpna mgp thead T
i ek of i WM%’\W Wyt whw G0
o) MG ol G WX\K W _ggen (b dldny)
K. S mbdn W axeriting ME A @aA L ey o
andren el eny 0N i 0% mmm&m Tho \o
\armch e o ey eASY feching & owm@
W W evird die chan- MKPMONWO&‘ paic)
g X Trfdenc Theye, Gr6 60 VB oG
Ve w| OdRN Qo1 Ml Aad€iat ) ally
) ) A0 S WO - (ki Ahd war 7

CHHN N Ao Titnr® iy e Mo ot o

Our ondyd, ¢ 00 ~fuiuvO puaky” et o (@i
Fundinwgmmnome \’TU/\G(S\UH’ V\p OW&\QW Ujm "“M\‘l l

Responsible County Department: HUman Concerns

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui. Office of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Streat, 9th floor, Wailuku. HI 86793
Or amailed budget.offica@co maui.hi us



COUNTY OF MAUI pomm e e .

Office of the Mayor :_ __________________ :
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
Name: \,<J-M
Email Address: Phone:
Mailing Address: City/Zip: Eh@{ q(ﬂ 7%—5

IR t self
opresen %fganim.on MEO Head Start

Request/issue: /}'\Q k\he‘ H@Gd 6‘}UH’ 15 the  besty DOQ [aim)
mq Kidt CJWQh) hs_Qended: We 15 auwag so hapw
W wake wp 4 g 0 schol 10 see his texhas fe

(mas /75777a -f@/ﬁﬁq me _whd! he I Gpad 4y (2’(1/
TF 15 _quual  Sometrg qud naer adl. Wiat! Hys

DG qran M sd) Ldzédn 7 ocf The Inkracton
z,u[affW /'C[C/S betfowre Scleo/ r)or Sould he_hove 7he

Dre < edycahian lfiuy AN ps feadhars TF i @ash

s pagram T wadldly e gplt o efrad
QOB & pre l= pogrdm,

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Ferm may be mailed to: County of Maui. Gffice of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Street, th floor, Wailuku. Hi 96793
Or emailed budgel.office@co maui.hi us



COUNTY OF MAUI | |
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT

Name: KUJ\P NN, N&h\ﬂda’d

Email Address: K| ﬁ Aavy Cl‘L‘Lgi @ /@ma/\l Ll Phone: ( U8 1D Y- Y
Mailing Address: ‘\ City/Zip: i< Hﬂ Q797

| Represent: . yself
rgar“zation MEO Head Start

Requestissue:  hWALD M\&TAFZT hai bun dn gma Md Oﬂam&ﬂhm
formy dind ond 4ne tha Chilrg why atend e will

by dnding . MED b helpad mu{ Milf frun when

e peA @@w\% otd i, Moarc ﬁb el
CApamnn (/le\/ \mrmrufi b (i /h MANGA L it Al [hurd
st Skl ped e £ i 1 K(Agmr’ e child
[’SM K\‘M{b’( ﬂln - (M/AU%K, v

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to County of Mau:. Office of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Street, 9th floor. Wailuku, 1 967983
Or emailed budget.offica@co maul.hi us
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COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT

Name: [?'lcw)o d L{’G’jf_ol

Email Address: El¢/100 Fit.;ai-m”éq zz@gmqn (O Phone: SX 264710

Mailing Address: City/Zip:

| Represent: | Myself
Mo rganization MEO Head Start

Requestissue: MEQ) tead Srart™ has keen such g :J{}’C&l'[" Pr‘()ﬂf%lm
for not Just my pds bur 410 me ag am _paceni

|_have bren able t5 enefit Stom il greet program

in_the pedt mqyd. Without head (et | feed like

| would «File fee] fodf when [+ csmes &8 my kids

qu{g In_School but- aldo kxmg aol 1o e 13 Boﬂ:,_
\Feel that MED iS ¢ qreql_program s f#-ej,
Jeserie wergtinng thed would neeed w1_oreley

oSty {Floq - We love thig prodram W

J

Wodldne e what 10 do wjphodt it !

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to County of Maui. Office of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Street, 9th floor. Wailuku. HI 86793
Or gmailed. budgetl.office@co maui.hi us
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COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

BLEASE PRINT .
Name: YaCtiUiO\ [/\4 '?i)\‘){\/\-’/—z—

Email Address: CLLMLa W Sieanfl (o5 Tml/.wcil’hone: (CE 76t G

Mailing Address: (¢ ol (roc € City/Zip: ‘:f&a“?fa?;/igfug

IR t: | Myself
opresen rganization MEO Head Start

Requestissue: | (ovw Lol SO 50 g clong)Ceu
€ ( f/uwujcc( bhev d Ae  hesf :',LLtL,-e ./z,w%gé@_
Sew.  bpe a.(,-ewj vl A locine  \Sno-
SoantLol Lione lowiree oL Tucdu  has
Choareted Vo Chee bt Sie fnas  alef of
Anciard S loves e e lieS o uox

| ovee l,uu«()’(/ SE é@fé . -

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to- County of Mauw, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office. 200 South High Street. $th floor, Wailuku, H! 86793
Or emailed. budget.office@co maui.hi us



COUNTY OF MAUI ! i
Office of the Mayor L__________:
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

= Name: \?/7/7 )0 /M%/& 4
Email Address: MMkﬂéitdmaﬁa« Qm‘/@m Phone: {7573/
CityIZip:w,‘ %7%

Mailing Address: 7 BOX /@_ZL,&

| Represent: I yself
F rganizatlon MEO HEAD START

Request/lssue: /7 oéﬂ 70 A/%D/?’) Is /}j,gi;[ (INULLN,
J sl e B St By sautrg bow) mmsich wl apresiat
WED tad Gar? (o) WM OF ur glter
M@Z@Zﬁ’ s Qi apad fﬁ// Dl /e r
et h Yo ST o e #oo WE Alth? //7//4/// 42/)
o SO Lery dss il Sl aloavia all ¥ e Woer
Mm/é wire bu,m// AN W% a /5/7{ wa sty Lot
A, Vi, 8, JZ/Z/ A, //é/ //(MM s
)2 M/t/// 42/ ﬂ/.,//ﬁ/’/r/ WED fid 4 LGO/M/ A AL
i our Qo gl £hle 0 by his Ly iy
na Shy At ot £ T il 2P0 k/zk
| it Lhiplan fow muds 15’ [ns pejpred der 4

Funding Request (if known): $ D
- HUMAN CONCERNS %

Responsible County Department:

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, oth floor, Wailuku, Hl 96793

Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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What he /Z/Lf/?m/ A/m A 17 z
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7 help Ked %& Luntor open 0 oS
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on T mosr /mppx’%n 7 YA s,

W ifalp pusi foa 1 fo fOKiig

: > :
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COUNTY OF MAUI - i
Office of the Mayor T

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT
Name: £g.4 WRLGMgr/

Email Address: \f‘*:j) el . 7-5@\1@\ en.com Phone: (60€ {52673 ¢,
Malling Address: 20 BOX 1YY Kapdiecic a4 1M Cityizip: KAUNA AT D4 746

| Represent: | Myself
rganization MEO HEAD START

Request/issue: MED WeADSTRAT IS AN AWESONE V24 0GRA-
FOR TH=Se Kiiel BEhuse 17 iJ/eLRs___THEM 70

PREATRE Lor  wNew Envivovmens IN Blicer Seovpes

WITH Diffceent Faces 3 [EOPLE. flevps  Toem BUip

SocsAl Skiucw . crReATE FRIGUDSHPS. THIS PROGRA 1y

HiSo HELPFW TD wWilRic/ns  [HREATT W HO MAY STRYger
WIITH  cHreyy, cApe whHo  DON'T  Houe  MUCH SUPPORT

ELSE WHELE. THE (Con7ryrEO Fuapuwer  Wouey BE vEZY

MUt RAPPREcrgred FOR THESE KEie; S (EALNIvg FOR

THe Emproyrment OF STarFmng 4 e, g Pareprs/
MAgareo NI MED  STAFF  pFpe Pl YU WAED wOrc
ARD  OEDIcATIoN FOR OUR  LEriy

Funding Request (if known): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budgst Office, 200 South High Street, 8th floor, Wailuku, Hl 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maul.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i .
Office of the Mayor 1

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

Namae: \/au.[ [( ﬁ’\(’al/‘h

Email Address: [ancf/.:/ax«u @ }/aﬁog a7 Phone: $J8- (ojﬂ@ b 24
Malling Address: /D 0 Pox 1492 City/Zip:

| Represent: | Myself
lorganization MEO HEAD START

Request/Issue: /1 W"f & asseods ol a Cr?V\P/\c/un@ch /yquc/"
acl as a sz#@aﬂ Road W‘av‘D &76&(‘,’14{\.9 M}Af/p/
Qe cSusr‘lunU a Ga;(c em///’wmwMF arol é/\W}o@ A"/’/’\
qu(ﬁrﬁ{ &/ué’a’?f@fh We repol Mg i) 1T IMVWML M
Mc, aﬂbmmwafc byv Fids Guppzf&{-, &Ju@aﬁmﬂ TZW_(
,ém bt dran. The terd s are seuded /v%fw;de
[A,u cwo Aia:.a?%'# /Nag(— /@’A/ gun el ddrn. M
Dmn/méodz Welf A—W@Md‘ Prgtem, ard
t“‘C&;D/m " P Hlf SBD /\»CPA- nt wirh ?74/\4-'4%
who “wpek. Z/CM e ( [rh-

Funding Request (if known): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, ath floor, Walluku, Hi 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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COUNTY OF MAUI i [
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

Email Address:_(hmmmmm_ml- (I Phone:  {l) ﬂf@q U\'}O
Malling Address: D)) (N 24 Wb thvid H Q14 ciyzip:

| Represent: | Myself
v Drganization MEO HEAD START

Request/issue: | (A\{\ ‘NY\Lmqjﬂ WJMMW

have Yeuved \XMS fuon oS DoD¥sS, Color Denails, and shov

avx mahviale. 1 om 0\D d\zﬂn&g amiefud Sor addvhonal
0

A

k. ¥uS Vand of ageistance  doe 0 catior
Gnd ’W\-&\\} shews e PoArams Comm iiment o
W00 \ 05 a YR\ L
\Hyve _ i,
. A Uoprd §

Fum;\il\gq Rggjggt%%édh): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be mailed to: County of Maul, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Walluku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI ; i
Office of the Mayor L

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request |

BLEASE PRINT

Name: (Sarvid Kanploaa

Email Address:SNNAA MN VKD ;@J@\'?ﬁﬁﬁe: 80D- oD A%
Malling Address:m VA4 cityizip: Ydgkehua Y AVt 74

| Represent: | _Myself
Vorganization MEO HEAD START

Requestissue: \I€D NS \0cen \W QORI ana \'3&,[;@9.,\\
10 MY Ohwdeen and £ R mumoxg_msor\s The Fue¥
o bemm o Fee o -l iy chivden can ditterd
MMCQQZIL o) ¥eaching and educatitn. Sepnd,

Q0 (fFeryna vngny, Beee Jerfs_@f o Chinden _Sudh

RN Sugﬂ\cs o Onnden dnd aled Ree
_\@_4_&\0@@&@ my Oridre ot e, . Ned has
Yeen o, ekl £ "y Umitd and TSI glec By
ol Y e A chiden ndo M in rest
el - e S

Funding Request (if known): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be malled to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emalled: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI P j
Office of the Mayor S
Fiscal Year 2027

Community Budget Request

Name: \mem KD:]Q\S
uﬂlr\L.VDJaS' 92_@ gmau! UM Phone: X0 ¥ R(DHOST
0 ox v2G ciyzip: kcar QU4

Email Address:

Maliling Address:

| Represent g:.:fnzauon MEO HEAD START
Request/lssue: Im Hq‘}lkls‘h% Ainding for afull Oftw 0 Schuol because
hum Jpeina, W schoo| Makes ¥ alot gasier for me cnsdentrv
{ WorK ;ul] 4w ond hane tsur ads. Wwith dhe pces of |
INIM9) I Hauont, 1S reatly hard 49 pay for Chuld care
als . fnd ¥ g onlg{\JMW, détq] Fd mage 1 hardw o

N g

Funding Request (if known): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emalled: budget.office@co.maui hi.us



Aloha,

My name is Vanalouise Naehu, and | am writing in support of continued funding for MEO Head
Start programs, especially the extended hours program, in the Maui County Fiscal Year 2027
budget.

I currently serve as a Parent Council President and am also a member of the community. My
child is in his second year with Head Start, and our experience has been nothing but positive.
As a single parent who is attending school full-time while also working full-time, this program
has been a major support system for my family.

Head Start has given me peace of mind knowing that my child is in a safe, nurturing, and
educational environment, The staff truly care about the keiki and their development. My chiid
loves going to school, loves the people around him, and is excited to learn every day. Even
during times when he has missed school, the support and care from the program have
continued, which shows the level of commitment they have to each child and family.

The resources and services provided go beyond just education. They support the whole family,
and for parents like me, that makes a real difference. It allows us to continue working, going to
school, and building a better future while knowing our children are being well taken care of.

[ respectfully ask that Maui County continue to support and fund MEO Head Start programs,
including extended hours, so that families like mine can continue to benefit from these essential

services.

Mabhalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Vanalouise Naehu

ULl AL
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COUNTY OF MAUI i
Office of the Mayor :_

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

o — — — — =y g =

Name: Shauna Pule-Kaahanui

(808) 658-0796

Emall Address:  Kaishalel @grmi\- Comn Phone:

Malling Address: PO BOX 1362 Kaunakakai, HI. City/Zip: 96748

| Represent: | Myself
vlOrganization MEO Head Start

Request/Issue: I want to sincerely thank the County for funding the Head Start program. Your support has made

a meaningful difference in ouf community and in the lives of families like mine.

Through Head Start, my child has gained valuable early learning experiences, social-emothional skills, and

access to health and nutrition services.Our family has benefited from resources, guidance, and a supportive

environment that empowers both parents and children to thrive. These services have provided a strong

foundation for my child's growth and success.

I respectfully ask that the County continues funding the Head Start program in fiscal year 2027,

so that more families can experience these vital benefits. Your continues commitment ensures that

children in our community have the tools and opportunities they need to succeed.

Thank you again for your suppont.

Funding Request (if known): $

’ Responsible County Department: Human Concems

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maul.hi.us



Aloha, April 13,2026

My name is Tessi Hoopii. My daughter attends MEO Headstart in Kahului and prior to that
my son attended MEO Headstart in kihei almost 10yrs ago. | am incredibly grateful to have
been provided these services from MEO Headstart as | am a single mother of 2. While my
daughter is in school, | have the ability to work and have a steady income.

As a single mother it relieves a big burden and stress of not having an income due to not
having stable schooling for my daughter.

The activities and knowledge that has been provided from Headstart has truly made my
daughter thrive in her academics such as writing, counting, as well as reading. The staff at
her location is amazing. | think it’s especially important to have this program available to
parent who need aid with Headstart education and have the means to provide an income
for there family.

Mahalo,

Tessi Hoopii
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Budget Meeting Letter

Thursday, April 16, 2026

They say “Money is the root of all evil”, until they have none. They say “Time will heal all
things”, until the day they ieave this earth. Today’s society teaches us that if you don't stay in
schoo!, graduate with a degree, you will not be successful in life. Well, today I'm here to tell you
that is true, to a certain extent. I'm not here to beg you to continue to fund the MEO headstart
programs, instead, i'm here to tell you my story & how the budget that greatly helps the MEO
headstart families, affected me & my ohana.

It ali started about 13 years ago; | recently broke up with my ex & wanted to make a
difference in my life. | just started a new job at Hawaiian Airlines, as a ramp agent, & wasn’t sure
about the choices | was about to make. All | knew is that | wanted better. A better life, a better
future, & a better today. With that in mind, | started surrounding myself with a circle of people
that would lift me rather than break me, praise me rather than judge me. It was then, | found
my future wife.

A family of 7, mom, dad, brother (& his 3 adult kids). Without making this story longer
than it has to, my brother-in-law’s oldest child has a total of 5 children, which my wife & | are
guardians to the 3 oldest. Although the choices their birth mother made wasn’t the greatest, it
was with apen arms that my wife & | decided to raise Keihdyn, Kheri-lyn, & Khalia, as cur own.
We knew it wasn’t going to be easy, we knew we would struggle financially with just 1 income,
but with the grace of God & a lot of patience, we are standing here today as a family grateful &

appreciative of all the help we can get.



Money IS “the root of all evil”, but spending it wisely & buying the necessary food to
keep our family fed, or even purchasing the right size clothes may seem easy to do, but not
without a little work. It is important to make sure that we do our research to find the right pre-
school program that best fits our budget or the best headstart program that will keep our young
ones safe, eager to learn more, and willing to make new friends. 5o, writing this letter, attending
important class meeting, or even making sure our children attend school as healthy as possible,
is what we choose to do every day because we love them. I’'m not saying our children are the
greatest, well-behaved, loving human beings in the world, but in our eyes, they are exactly that.

MEO headstart {Kahului) has open up a whole new world of schooling & the idea of
what we thought pre-school would be for us. Other then attending a private school & having to
pay out of pocket a ton of money, this headstart program has given us some financial freedom
& not have to think whether we should keep our children out of school because we cannot
afford it. Our children are not just getting free breakfast, lunch, & snack every day, but they get
a free chance to make memories. Time spent at the playground with friends, learning to spell
their names at the age of 5, & brining home the very interesting stories of what their friends
discussed today is something that money cannot buy.

In closing, the financial help that we receive is not only helpful, but appreciated. We
have been able to find help, through MEO headstart, that opens our eyes to a world that is
willing to help & not hurt. Giving us the freedom to not have to worry about our child’s first year
of schooling is an experience all parents should be involved in. Although each family go through

different experiences in life, we believe that if the funding to continue the MEQ headstart



comes to a halt, our future generation may struggie with the concept of life & how they should
live it.
Mahalo for listening to my story & letting me express my feelings of the funding that

supports my child’s future.

Sanoe M. Kekahuna
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